Curriculum Options

Florida law does NOT require any particular curriculum. Parents may use any materials at any levels that work for their children. Materials do not even have to be textbooks or workbooks but can be websites, apps, ordinary books (sometimes called living books), magazines, or whatever works to help your children learn. There’s no such thing as accredited curriculum; there are accredited programs that offer curriculum, but there’s no need to use them. Even in high school, feel free to use any materials that work for your children. You can adjust levels without permission from anyone or change materials if one isn’t the fit you thought it would be.

Where do you find curriculum? There are so many available sources these days. Many buy from online sites. Used curriculum can save your budget. There are even free materials available. How to choose? My suggestion is to proceed slowly and carefully so you don’t waste a lot of money on materials that you won’t use. You don’t have to have curriculum in place as soon as you begin homeschooling. You can start with a library card or an internet connection or a few books or educational videos--much learning can happen with such things. I suggest researching homeschooling methods or styles first to learn the options--copying the schools’ way of doing things isn’t the only option and you may find ways that will work better for your family. Think about what you want, too: Religious or secular? Workbooks/textbooks or lots of hands-on materials? Family-style or each child with his or her own separate levels? Rigid schedules or calmer, gentler schedules that allow for researching your child’s interests? Lots of written work or more discussions and read-alouds? High tech or low tech? and so on. Then use that information to help find materials that will be a good fit.

Feel free to tweak any curriculum chosen. You don’t have to use every question or lesson. Lessons can be done orally instead of in writing. Or skip a chapter and come back when the child is ready for it. You, the parent, are in charge of your child’s education when homeschooling. As long as your child is learning and you have records of that learning, you are doing it right! 

Below are some resources that might help.

Cheryl Trzasko--homeschool mom, support group leader, and evaluator since 2003
FLHomeschoolEvaluations.com
Facebook.com/FLHomeschoolEvaluations


Some sources for learning about curriculum options: 

homeschoolingagain.wordpress.com/2020/07/01/how-do-you-choose-curriculum/

Curriculum review sites—these work best if you’ve already heard of a curriculum and want more information about it:
https://homeschool-curriculum-reviews.com/ (Includes quizzes to help find a good fit for math curriculum)
https://cathyduffyreviews.com/#
https://www.thehomeschoolmom.com/homeschool-curriculum-reviews/


Want a curriculum that reinforces your family’s belief system?
Christian:
https://www.theologydegrees.org/best-christian-homeschool-curriculum/
https://www.thehomeschoolmom.com/homeschool-curriculum-reviews/
https://howdoihomeschool.com/2018/08/12/best-christian-homeschool-curriculum/
https://allinonehomeschool.com/   a popular Christian option that is free online

      specifically Catholic:       
https://a2zhomeschooling.com/religion/catholic_home_school/catholic_homeschooling_programs/


Judaism:
http://www.atorahlife.com/blog/curriculum/your-jewish-homeschool-curriculum-made-much-easier/
https://a2zhomeschooling.com/religion/jewish_homeschooling/
https://www.thehomeschoolmom.com/homeschool-lesson-plans/judaism/
https://forward.com/life/441697/help-from-a-jewish-homeschooler-this-feels-overwhelming-it-can-be/


Islamic:
https://a2zhomeschooling.com/religion/islamic_homeschooling/
https://www.thehomeschoolmom.com/homeschool-lesson-plans/islam/
http://ourmuslimhomeschool.com/2018/10/muslim-homeschool-curriculum-choices-1st-3rd-grade.html


Buddhist:
https://a2zhomeschooling.com/religion/buddhist_homeschooling/


Secular Curriculum Options:
https://www.secularhomeschooler.com/secular-homeschool-guide/
https://www.secularhomeschool.com/content/1753-top-100-secular-curriculum-choices-2019-a/
https://forgetfulmomma.com/list-of-secular-curriculum/
https://thehomeschoolresourceroom.com/2019/11/27/secular-homeschool-curriculum/
https://www.steamsational.com/secular-homeschool-curriculum/
https://upabovetherowantree.com/ultimate-guide-secular-homeschoolers-curriculum/
Popular free option: https://www.khanacademy.org/


Public school-at-home options: 
The Flex version of FLVS can be used part-time or full-time without all the requirements of public schools (FSA testing, health records, set school hours, etc.): https://www.flvs.net/
CPalms has public school online resources that can be used without taking on any public school requirements: CPalms.org


Gifted learners:
https://www.movingbeyondthepage.com/curriculum/secular-homeschool-curriculum.aspx
https://raisinglifelonglearners.com/the-ultimate-guide-to-homeschooling-gifted-children/

Special needs learners:
https://www.homeschool.com/curriculum-resources-for-special-needs/
An organization that will develop a curriculum plan especially for a child with special needs: http://www.nacd.org/who-we-are/

